
A s its name might suggest, Rowlett Magnet School attracts some pretty special 

people — especially around the holidays. Unlike most elementary schools that 

offer the three “R’s,” Rowlett, now in its eleventh year, places specific emphasis 

upon the visual and performing arts — such as dance, drama, chorus, boys choir, and violin 

— as well as communication. “Communication involves technology,” said Brian Flynn, the 

school principal. “One program in particular provides each fifth-grader with their own laptop 

computer, which they utilize as part of their training in the learning process.” 

Flynn said that a “magnet” school is so named because it is designed through its 

curriculum to attract all kinds of students — which Rowlett does — from all over Manatee 

and Sarasota counties. “That way we get our diversity, both racially and socio-economically,” 

he added. “The arts is our magnet. It’s the theme — the curriculum — that attracts students 

to come here.”

That curriculum has spawned a plethora of innovative programs such as the Kid’s Bank 

(a fully functioning bank run by students), Kid’s Talk (a Rowlett TV productions program run 

by the students), Rowlett’s Shorts (short films written and produced by the kids), and Rowlett 

Stars (a TV show produced by the students featuring talent and school events).

Odyssey of the Mind, another Rowlett activity, is an international competition that provides 

creative problem-solving opportunities for students. The idea is that they work in teams, 

which helps them learn how to cooperate with one another and respect different ideas. They 

then compete with their solutions at the regional, state, and world levels.

Flynn said he frequently hears encouraging words from upper schools that enroll Rowlett 

alumni. “They tell us how happy they are to have our students,” Flynn said. “A lot of our 

children go to Lee Middle School, which also has an arts/communications theme like ours. 

Some of our children also go to the Sarasota School for the Arts, and a number that go to the 

Manatee School for the Arts.”
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Rowlett has also created a powerful and influential 

organization called the Rowlett Family Association (RFA). “A 

lot of schools have PTOs and PTAs,” Flynn said. “We have a 

different way of doing it, where we have about 30 committees 

— all with their own chairs — and they do various activities 

from fundraising to feeding the needy families we have here. 

Sometimes families will approach us themselves and say that 

they’re going through rough times.” Flynn said those families 

are usually chosen through a teacher referral. 

Over $120,000 has been raised from the school 

community each year, which helps support these and other 

school-sponsored programs, such as a year-round effort 

called Families Helping Families. Children are asked to bring 

in various food items for needy families — perhaps those with 

language barriers — whose kids attend the school. These 

items are collected and then distributed to families in dire 

straits.

“At one time last year we were feeding over 100 people 

that are related to the Rowlett family, either as students or 

siblings,” Flynn said. “And that’s all done by parents’ donations. 

It’s a really successful program.”

The school also offers a unique, three-pronged program 

at Christmastime that helps struggling families make ends 

meet. It all started with K-Kids — originated by the Kiwanis 

Club — as an after-school enrichment program that gets kids 

involved in community service. Just a few of these projects 

have included making cards for Easter Seals, collecting money 

for hurricane victims and cleaning up trash around campus.

That effort has in turn spawned the Mittens Program and 

the Snowman Project, which both serve needy families during 

the holidays.

“K-Kids is amazing,” said Lori Bower, a school parent 

and a co-chair of the Mittens program. “Kids go out into the 

community to visit retirement homes and entertain the folks 

there. They also go out and collect food for the indigent, or 

for our troops overseas. The Snowman Project, which was 

started by K-Kids, arranges for Christmas trees for families 

that can’t afford one, as well as gift cards for food.”
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faculty members, concerned families, and local businesses 

fund the Mittens Program. Here’s how it works. First, a faculty 

member or school parent will recommend a needy family. 

Next, a letter will go out to that family, inviting it to participate. 

If the family agrees to take part, it will list its requests. Mittens 

Program volunteers note the requests, write them out on little 

mittens, and pin them to a clothesline. Each mitten represents 

a particular holiday need or wish.

“It’s very discreet,” Bower said. “When we have teacher-

parent night, or any kind of school event, we put out our 

clothesline full of little mittens. Family A might have 10 mittens 

set out. You can come and pick as many as you like. Maybe 

Child A, a little girl, wants a baby doll or needs some clothes. 

We provide her sizes. Families or faculty members at the 

event will see the mittens and pick as many as they can afford 

to sponsor. Then on a certain day they’ll provide us with the 

items, which we’ll wrap for the family.” 

Bower added the programs utilize businesses operated 

by school parents. For example, if a parent owns a butcher 

shop, that parent will be asked to donate a ham.

“It’s amazing how many people come forward,” Bower 

said. Our faculty and parents do a great job of helping out, 

especially in our Mittens Program. If they can afford to get one 

baby doll for a little girl, great. If they can afford to get a baby 

doll and a bike, then maybe they take two mittens. People 

help as much as they can.”

Grogan said the RFA is “thrilled” to be working with K-Kids 

in its effort to help needy families. “We know what a difference 

our families make here at this school and as parents it breaks 

our hearts to think some children may have to go without at 

Christmas time,” Grogan said. “We want to make sure the 

families here will all have a special Christmas that will leave 

the children filled with the magic and wonder of this special 

time of year.”

Grogan added the RFA is looking outside the school for 

anyone who wishes to contribute to their effort. “We’d love it if 

everyone could be a part of this unique opportunity,” she said. 

“We can almost guarantee it will touch your heart as much, if 

not more, as it will touch those you are reaching out to.”

What more could you expect from a “magnet” elementary 

school, that nurtures students who “attract” the attention of 

reputable upper schools?

If you would like to make a difference in a child’s life this holiday season, 
contact either Lori Bower via e-mail at matthewbower5@verizon.net 
or Beth Grogan at grogs@earthlink.net. 

Rowlett students Kyle Wampler and Mackenzie 

Grace star in a recent production of H.M.S. 

Pinafore.

Alana Kelly and Coraline Glover celebrate 

Hispanic Heritage Month at Rowlett.

The Rowlett Boys Choir serves as a musical 

ambassador for Rowlett Magnet Elementary 

School.




